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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Students and Faculty Members Partner on HHMI Summer Research Projects 
 
The projects gives students extended research opportunities to better prepare them for careers and graduate work. 
 
MORRIS, Minnesota (September 9, 2016)—Thirteen University of Minnesota, Morris professors and 23 student researchers collaborated in the Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) Undergraduate Summer Research Program. The program gives students extended research opportunities during their 
undergraduate years to better prepare them for careers in science and for graduate work. 
 
Summer 2016 Projects and Participants 
● “Adsorption of Disease-relevant Peptides by Metal-organic Frameworks” 
Zack Mensinger, assistant professor of chemistry; Cheyenne Wilson ’19, Pequot Lakes; and Tsz Hong “Andy” Lau ’18, Hong Kong 
 
● “Analysis of evolved programs and their inheritance histories” 
Nic McPhee, professor of computer science, and Laverne Schrock ’17, International Falls 
 
● “Cell migration in zebrafish embryos” 
PZ Myers, associate professor of biology; Katrine Sjovold ’18, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
 
● “Changing forest dynamics at Minnesota’s prairie-forest border, with a focus on physiological and growth responses of seedlings” 
Peter Wyckoff, professor of biology; Haley Gill; Stephi Dickinson 
 
● “Determining Parameters in Differential Equation Models From Data” 
Barry McQuarrie, associate professor of mathematics, and Harrison Piehowski ’19, Fridley 
 
● “Developing and refining software technologies to support emergent readers” 
Kristin Lamberty, associate professor of computer science; Elliott Beach ’17, Moorhead; and Adam Casey ’18, Hopkins 
 
● “Developing curriculum sequence for teaching computer science concepts with the Clojure programming language” 
Elena Machkasova; associate professor of computer science; Myeongjae “Tony” Song ’17, Daegu, South Korea; and Richard Stangl ’17, Pierce 
 
● “Directional Dependence Modeling and its Application to Bioinformatics and Public Health” 
Engin Abdullah Sungur, professor of statistics; Meara Davis ’17, Minneapolis; and Michael Cagle ’19, Rockford 
 
● “Food in the undergraduate lab” 
Abbey Fischer, assistant professor of chemistry; Tyson Nguyen; and Stephanie Berg ’19, Buffalo 
 
● “Habitat use by tiger salamanders in the Prairie Pothole Region” 
Heather Waye, associate professor of biology; Katherine Novak ’19, Champlin; and Michelle Vener ’18, Water Town, South Dakota 
 
● “Investigating the influence of B7-H1/CD80 signaling on T cell mediated anti-tumor immunity” 
Rachel Johnson, assistant professor of biology; Torri Jordan ’17, Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin; and Samuel Peters ’18, Isanti 
 
● “Investigation of the role of coarse woody debris in supporting macroinvertebrates in the Pomme de Terre River” 
Tracey Anderson, associate professor of biology; Jackob Lutchen ’16, Rogers; and Bradley Ramin ’18, Columbia Heights 
 
● “Studies in prairie restoration ecology” 
Margaret Kuchenreuther, associate professor of biology; Natasha Blomberg ’17, Osceola, Wisconsin; and Madison Rancour ’18, Hoffman 
 
The Undergraduate Summer Research Program is supported in part by a grant to the University of Minnesota, Morris from the Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute through the Undergraduate and Graduate Programs. More information is available at morris.umn.edu/hhmi. 
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Through personal and academic discovery, the University of Minnesota, Morris provides opportunities for students to grow intellectually, engage in 
community, experience environmental stewardship and celebrate diversity. A renewable and sustainable educational experience, Morris prepares graduates 
for careers, for advanced degrees, for lifelong learning, for work world flexibility in the future, and for global citizenship. Learn more about Morris at 
morris.umn.edu or call 888-866-3382.  
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